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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED. To make it possible to exactly control a stripe height, to stabilize the 
characteristics of a thin-film magnetic head slider and to improve the yield of products by disposing marker 
layers for detecting the change in the stripe height of a magnetoresistive element layer by polishing of air 
bearing surface. 

SOLUTION: This thin-film magnetic head slider has air bearing surfaces 19 in the parts of a slider base body 1 
facing recording media. The magnetoresistive(MR) type head 18 for signal reproduction and the induction type 
thin-film magnetic head 17 for signal recording are disposed on the flank orthogonal with the air bearing 
surfaces 19. The MR type head 18 has an MR element layer 3 and lower and upper shielding layers 21, 22. 
The MR type head has the first marker layers 51 , 52, 53, the second marker layers 61 , 62, 63 and the third 
marker layers 71 , 72, 73 for detecting the change in the stripe height of the MR element layer 3 by the 
polishing of the air bearing surface 1 9. An electrode layer 4 is used for energization to the MR element layer 3. 
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